Once Saved, Always Saved? (Part IV) 


For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 

Romans 8:38-39 (KJV) O 

When studying the Bible we will inevitably come upon doctrines that seem to contradict each other. Rest 
assured this is not the case. Careful study will always reveal that it is our understanding that is at fault, 
not God's Word. The Bible has many wonderful promises that assure us no one can separate us from 
Him, and that He knows who are His. Some take such promises as evidence of eternal security, but 
they are not. 

My sheep hear my voice, and I knowthem, and they follow me: 
John 10:27 (KJV) O 

Some would point to the doctrine of election as proof of eternal security. This is the Biblical doc*"*"'" tW rinA i™™«= q» wic c^a tu^™ 
the beginning of time for salvation. His people are predestined and predetermined. While this is John 1027 (KJV 1900) 
for us because we do not have the mind of God. God is omniscient and omnipotent, we are not 

anything. We can believe in our hearts we are part of the elect, but our assurance comes from v 27 My sheep hear my volce ' and 1 know them ' wd 
Shepherd's voice. If we are indeed of His elect we hear His voice and follow. f°U° w n)s - 

From that time many of his disciples went back, and walked no more with him More »Powered by RefTagger 
John 6:66 (KJV) 1 1' 

This belief that the doctrine of election somehow proves our salvation is easily disproven by understanding that God never violates our free wilL Even 
though Christ chose us first, we still must choose to follow Him. We make a cornmitment to walk with Him but we can choose to stop at any time. In the 
case of OSAS the question you must ask yourself is this: Can I separate myself from Christ by my own actions? When this specific question is posed a 
whole bunch of scripture comes into focus. 

And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. 
Galatians 6:9 (KJV) O 

But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the 
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God 
Acts 20:24 (KJV)U 

One thing that needs to be perfectly clear in our hearts and minds is the fact that although "Once Saved, Always Saved" is a false doctrine that does not 
mean our salvation is in a constant state of periL We can have security in Christ, as long as our hearts are towards Him. We can stumble, complain, be 
stubborn, be weak. But as long as we hang on and endure our salvation is secure. If you've read the "This Matter of Sin" posts you know God isn't up 
there waiting for us to stumble and fail. Our salvation is not lost by a certain amount of sin committed, but by a change in our hearts towards God. A loss 
of desire to follow and serve Him 

What we must never forget is that Satan is subtle. I doubt there are many people that wake up one morning and say to themselves 'This serving God thing 
is not working out, I think I'll start serving Satan!". Ours is a slow gradual slide, degree by degree, like the proverbial frog on the boiling pot. That is why 
we must cling to the cross as if our life depends on it, because it does. If we allow spiritual gradualism to rule our lives the bridegroom will eventually 
divorce Himself from His bride due to marital abandonment. Adultery is one sin God will not tolerate in His people. 
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